Catholic Education Week 2026: Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness, May 10-17 , 2026
Adapted from: https://www.ocsta.on.ca/project/we-are-called-to-love/ 

Monday, May 11

Introduction to the Week: (Monday only)

As we begin our week dedicated to Catholic Education, let us reflect on the theme for this year: Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness. In 2025, we observed and closed off a Jubilee year, a time of forgiveness and renewal. We were called by our late Pope Francis to be “Pilgrims of Hope.” This year, we continue with this theme, as the ending of the Jubilee does not end our call to be a people of hope to all those around us. We continue down this path to holiness, ever striving to complete our duty as Pilgrims of Hope, until we meet the Father and Son, once again. The gift of Catholic Education helps each of us along this path, as we continue to strive to live the life on the path of holiness in our homes, schools, parishes and communities. As we celebrate this week, let us keep in mind what St. Paul had said, as he was a great example of a man who turned away from sin and followed the path to holiness as a Pilgrim of Hope, until his death: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.”

Call to prayer / Daily Theme: Peace be with you

Let us begin our week of celebration, asking God to continue guiding us down this path towards holiness, as Pilgrims of Hope. 

Beatitudes of the day:
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Opening Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Loving God,
Thank You for the gift of words.
Thank You that what we say can encourage, help,
and heal.
Sometimes we speak without thinking.
Sometimes our words hurt instead of help.
Please teach us to pause,
to listen carefully,
and to choose words that show kindness and
respect.
Help us remember that our words have power.
They can build people up or tear them down.
Guide our mouths and our hearts
so what we say brings peace, not anger,
hope, not fear.
When we are upset or frustrated,
help us stay calm and speak honestly but gently.
When others are hurting,
help us use words that comfort and include.
Make us peacemakers at school, at home, and
with our friends.
Let our words reflect Your love
and help make the world a kinder place.
Amen.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Scripture: John 20:21
A reading from the Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.


Reflection:

Many times, throughout the Gospels and the whole Bible itself do we hear: “Peace be with you.” This is no mistake, as it is the words Jesus has left us many times during His ministry here on Earth for a reason. Bringing others peace around us is an essential step in our pilgrimage towards holiness. When we bring others peace, we continue to follow the model and example that Jesus has laid out for us. Not only does bringing peace bring others to the Faith, it renews them, revitalizes their Spirit, and ultimately, brings others to hope in the future. Not only does bringing people peace involve saying those words, it also reflects the Gospel values and actions it takes to bring others along with us in the Faith. It requires giving mercy, showing love, consoling the weary and all the other actions that Jesus demonstrated to us. Peace in our Lord Jesus Christ and bringing peace to others in His name, is how we must begin to live our lives as Pilgrims to Hope on the Path to Holiness.

Call to Action:

This week and today especially, let us put our Faith into action by recalling the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy that bring those around us to peace and hope. As a challenge this week, try to help others in your lives by:

Feeding the hungry
Giving drink to the thirsty
Clothing the naked
Sheltering the homeless 
Visiting the sick
Visiting the imprisoned
Burying the dead 
Counselling the doubtful
Instructing the ignorant
Admonishing sinners
Comforting the sorrowful
Forgiving offenses willingly
Bearing wrongs patiently
Praying for the living and the dead

Closing Prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Heavenly Father, you left us your peace. We thank you for the knowledge that we forever live in your mercy, grace and peace. Please assist us in bringing that peace to those around us in our lives and especially to those that need it the most. Please grant that through our actions and modelling the example that You have set out for us, that we may continue to be Pilgrims of Hope to those around us.
Amen.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée: 

Commençons notre semaine de célébration, en demandant à Dieu de continuer à nous guider sur ce chemin vers la sainteté, comme pèlerins de l’espérance. 

Béatitudes du jour :
Heureux les miséricordieux, car ils obtiendront la miséricorde. Heureux les cœurs purs, car ils verront Dieu. Heureux les artisans de paix, car ils seront appelés fils de Dieu.

La prière de la journée: 

Au nom du Père et du Fils et du Saint-Esprit. Amen.
Dieu d’amour,
Merci pour le don de mots.
Merci que ce que nous disons puisse encourager, aider,
et guérir.
Parfois, nous parlons sans réfléchir.
Parfois, nos mots blessent au lieu d’aider.
Veuillez nous apprendre à faire une pause,
pour écouter attentivement,
et de choisir des mots qui montrent la gentillesse et
respect.
Aide-nous à nous souvenir que nos mots ont du pouvoir.
Ils peuvent construire les gens ou les démolir.
Guide nos bouches et nos cœurs
donc ce que nous disons apporte la paix, pas la colère,
l’espoir, pas la peur.
Quand nous sommes contrariés ou frustrés,
aide-nous à rester calme et parler honnêtement mais doucement.
Quand les autres souffrent,
aidez-nous à utiliser des mots qui réconfortent et incluent.
Faites de nous des pacificateurs à l’école, à la maison, et
avec nos amis.
Laissez nos mots refléter votre amour
et aider à faire du monde un endroit plus gentil.
Amen.
Au nom du Père et du Fils et du Saint-Esprit. Amen.









Tuesday, May 12


Call to prayer / Daily Theme: God loves you 

As we continue to celebrate this week, let us always remember that God created us in His image and loves us all. Because of this, we are all one in Jesus Christ, our Lord and each of us deserves the human dignity inherent within us. We are God’s beloved Creation, let us continue to act as such and treat others as He treats us.

Beatitude:
“Blessed are the pure of heart for they shall see God.”

Opening Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all that is good,
You have created and formed us with your loving
hand.
Help us to see ourselves and one another as you
see us: precious, beautiful, and beloved.
May your love guide our steps on the Path to
Holiness and shine through us in all that we do.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit
Amen.

Scripture: 

A reading from
“As God who called you is holy, be holy yourselves.” (1 Peter 1:15-16)

Reflection:

Today’s short reading is a simple reminder, that is call to remember that God created us for a purpose. Our purpose is to do His good work in this life. He is holy and worthy of our praise, therefore, let us go out into the various places that life takes us, remembering to go out in the Name of the Lord, reflecting his Holiness, with our lives. 

Call to Action:

Today, let us try to turn our backs to our sins and habits that separate us daily from God. Let us convert ourselves to the Father’s will in all that we do.

Closing Prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Dear Lord, You are Holy and worthy of our praise. We recognize that through sin, we have fallen short of Your glory and we humbly ask that you help us in conforming our lives to your will, to be instruments of your peace. We thank you and praise you for creating us in your image and loving us unconditionally, please help us love the way You do, so we may continue to bring peace and hope to all those around us.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée: 
Alors que nous continuons à célébrer cette semaine, rappelons-nous toujours que Dieu nous a créés à son image et qu’il nous aime tous. À cause de cela, nous sommes tous un en Jésus-Christ, notre Seigneur, et chacun de nous mérite la dignité humaine inhérente en nous. Nous sommes la création bien-aimée de Dieu, continuons à agir en tant que tels et traitons les autres comme il nous traite.
Béatitude du jour :
Heureux les cœurs purs, car ils verront Dieu. 
La prière de la journée: 
Au nom du Père et du Fils et de la
Saint-Esprit. Amen.
Dieu de tout ce qui est bon,
Vous nous as créés et formés avec ton amour.
Aide-nous à nous voir  l’un et l’autre comme Vous: précieux, beau et aimé.
Que Votre amour nous guide sur le Chemin vers
La sainteté et briller à travers nous dans tout ce que nous faisons.
Nous demandons cela par le Christ notre Seigneur. Amen.
Au nom du Père et du Fils et de
le Saint-Esprit
Amen.
Au nom du Père et du Fils et de la
Saint-Esprit. Amen.
Wednesday, May 13

Call to prayer / Daily Theme: Christ saves you

Today, as any other day, let us recall the saving power of Jesus Christ. Because of Him and His great love for us, we are saved! Through Him, we are heirs of everlasting life. Our sins are great and many, though every day, we are renewed in Him due to His sacrifice for our lives. 

Beatitudes of the day:
Blessed are the poor in spirit… 
Blessed are the meek… 
Blessed are the pure in heart…
Blessed are the peacemakers…

Opening Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Heavenly Father,
My heart desires to follow the teachings of your
Son, Jesus and the gift of salvation.
Guide my steps, Lord, and align my desires with
Your purpose.
When I am impatient, remind me that Your
timing is perfect.
When I am afraid, fill me with courage to walk
where You lead.
Help me to see each day, whether joyful or
challenging, as part of the beautiful story You are
writing in my life.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Scripture: Jer. 29:11-13
A reading from the Book of Jeremiah.
“For surely I know the plans I have for you,” says
the Lord, “plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will
hear you. When you search for me, you will find
me; if you seek me with all your heart.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reflection:

The reading today reminds us that because of Jesus Christ’s redemption of us, we are given the opportunity to show gratitude for this great love and follow Him. He is always with us, He guides us, loves us, leads us down the right path and renews us. He listens to us and gives us His graces each day when we simply ask Him through prayer. Let us not lose sight of this love and saving power that Jesus shows us, every day.
 
Call to Action:

If Jesus Christ has been a co-pilot in your life, switch seats! Part of following Jesus to the best of your ability, on the path to holiness, is asking Him where you are going. In our busy daily lives, especially this week, take some time to listen and speak to the Lord in prayer, accepting His love, redemption and following His plan for you.

Closing Prayer:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Our loving and redeeming Lord, we thank you for your unconditional love. Thank you for sacrificing your life to save me. We are unworthy servants of your will, O’ Lord. Please allow me to continue expressing my gratitude to You, by following Your will in my life.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.





Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée: 

Aujourd’hui, comme tout autre jour, rappelons-nous la puissance salvatrice de Jésus-Christ. À cause de Lui et de son grand amour pour nous, nous sommes sauvés ! Par lui, nous sommes héritiers de la vie éternelle. Nos péchés sont grands et nombreux, bien que chaque jour, nous soyons renouvelés en Lui grâce à Son sacrifice pour notre vie. 

Béatitudes du jour :
Heureux les pauvres en esprit... 
Heureux les doux... 
Heureux les cœurs purs...
Heureux les artisans de paix...

La prière de la journée: 

Au nom du Père et du Fils et de
le Saint-Esprit. Amen.
Père céleste,
Mon cœur désire suivre les enseignements de votre
Fils, Jésus et le don du salut.
Guide mes pas, Seigneur et aligne mes désirs avec
Votre but.
Quand je suis impatiente, rappelle-moi que Votre
patience est parfait.
Quand j’ai peur, remplis-moi de Votre courage.
Aide-moi à voir chaque jour, qu’il soit joyeux ou
défi, dans le cadre de la belle histoire Vous
écrivez dans ma vie.
Au nom de Jésus, Amen.
Au nom du Père et du Fils et de la
Saint-Esprit. Amen.



















Thursday, May 14


Call to prayer / Daily Theme: The Holy Spirit lives in you

Today we celebrate Day 4 in Catholic Education
Week: The Holy Spirit lives in you.
It’s a path toward the truth
The Holy Spirit lives in you
As we walk, we’re not alone
The road may wind, but it leads us home.


Beatitude of the day:
Blessed are the peacemakers…

Opening Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of hope,
You send the Spirit of your Son into our hearts.
Your Holy Spirit reminds us that we belong to you
and to one another.
Help us recognize your presence within us,
guiding our choices and strengthening our faith.
May your Spirit lead us on the path to holiness.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.






Scripture: Galatians 4:6
A reading from the book of Galatians.
The Holy Spirit lives in you.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Reflection:

Today’s reading was maybe only 6 words, but they are 6 very substantial words, with a very clear message. “The Holy Spirit lives in You.” This means many things for our lives. Wherever we go, we do not go alone, for God is with us, His Spirit is always within us. Not only is this comforting, but it can also help us shape our lives. If we treat our bodies like “the Temple of the Holy Spirit”, it means we respect ourselves in all that we do as Children of God and we are called to respect others the same.

Call to Action:

Today and this week, try to treat others as if they were Jesus Christ. His Spirit lives within all of us, therefore, if you wouldn’t treat Jesus that way, do not treat others that way. It is a simple principle, but something very difficult to do. Make a conscious effort, trying to think of all of God’s Children like Jesus.

Closing Prayer:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Heavenly Father, we thank you for being with us everywhere we go. Help us to treat ourselves and others as those worthy of carrying Your Spirit. In our daily actions and in our words, help us to glorify you, with all that we do in this life.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée: 

Aujourd’hui, nous célébrons le jour 4 dans la Semaine de l’Education Catholique
: Le Saint-Esprit vit en vous.
C’est un chemin vers la vérité.
Le Saint-Esprit vit en vous.
En marchant, nous ne sommes pas seuls
La route peut être difficile, mais elle nous ramène à l’Eternelle.



Béatitude du jour :
Heureux les artisans de paix...

La prière de la journée: 

Au nom du Père et du Fils et de
le Saint-Esprit. Amen.
Dieu d’espoir,
Vous envoies l’Esprit de ton Fils dans nos cœurs.
Votre Esprit nous rappelle que nous vous appartenons
 À l’un et l’autre.
Aide-nous à reconnaître votre présence en nous,
guider nos choix et renforcer notre foi.
Que votre Esprit nous conduise sur le chemin de la sainteté.
Nous demandons cela par le Christ notre Seigneur.
Amen.
Au nom du Père et du Fils et de
le Saint-Esprit. Amen.





























Friday, May 15

Call to prayer / Daily Theme: Together on the journey 

Today is the final day we will be celebrating Catholic Education Week, together. The theme for today follows this sentiment closely, we are together, united in Christ on a Pilgrimage of Hope and on the Path to Holiness. Let us never forget that we need one another. Together in solidarity as Christian brothers and sisters, working towards peace and love in our world. Jesus called for one, universal Church, let us also continue to develop peaceful and fruitful relationships with all other Christians, people of other faiths and non-believers in our world.
Beatitude:
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Opening Prayer: 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Loving God,
Thank You for showing us Your love in creation
and in our hearts.
Help us to notice Your presence and grow Your
love in our lives.
Amen.

Scripture: Colossians 2:7
A reading from the Book of Colossians.
“Let your roots grow down into Him, and let your
lives be built on Him."
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Reflection:
Today, we focus on the unity of the Faith in Jesus Christ. Catholic Education blesses us with these teachings of love, peace and mercy that bring us together. Let us reflect these in our lives, in unity, and rooted in Jesus Christ.
 
Call to Action:

Calling into action the Beatitude of the day, let us be not boastful, or prideful, especially in the Faith. Let us recognize that we need one another. Meekness draws us to be more loving, accepting of others and calls us to work together. Let us remember this especially this week, as we come together in the unity of Jesus Christ.

Closing Prayer:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Dear Lord, bless Catholic Education. We thank you for a place to come together and learn how to serve you better, together. Bless our Catholic School Division and all of its leaders, that they may continue to guide us in our Faith in accordance with Your will. Bless out teachers as they continue to work with us and guide us towards You. And bless all of us as we continue to walk with You, as Pilgrims of Hope on the Path to Holiness.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée: 

Aujourd’hui est le dernier jour où nous célébrerons ensemble la Semaine de l’éducation catholique. Le thème pour aujourd’hui suit ce sentiment, nous sommes ensemble, unis dans le Christ en pèlerinage d’espérance et sur le chemin de la sainteté. N’oublions jamais que nous avons besoin les uns des autres. Ensemble dans la solidarité en tant que frères et sœurs chrétiens, travaillant pour la paix et l’amour dans notre monde. Jésus a appelé à une Église universelle, continuons également à développer des relations pacifiques et fructueuses avec tous les autres chrétiens, les personnes d’autres confessions et les non-croyants dans notre monde.

Béatitude du jour:
Heureux les doux,
car ils recevront la terre en héritage.





La prière de la journée: 

Au nom du Père et du Fils et de
le Saint-Esprit. Amen.
Dieu d’amour,
Merci de nous montrer votre amour dans la création
et dans nos cœurs.
Aide-nous à remarquer votre présence et à grandir votre
amour dans nos vies.
Amen.
Au nom du Père et du Fils et de
[bookmark: _GoBack]le Saint-Esprit. Amen.
















