Catholic Education Week 2022: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together 
Thursday, May 26, 2022
Renew / Renouveler

Adapted from: https://www.ocsta.on.ca/project/rebuild-restore-renew-together-rebatir-retablir-renouveller-ensemble/ 

Call to Prayer / Daily Theme:

Life can move along at a rhythm that can be monotonous, especially when we’ve had lockdowns and interruptions to our day-to-day reality. God gives us strength and the ability to renew our spirits. Renewing our prayer life can renew our spirits. Let us pray for a renewal of spirit as we come out of some challenging times. 
Like English writer Elizabeth Goudge stated:

“What is the scent of water? Renewal. The goodness of God coming down like dew.” 

Opening Prayer:

Loving God, 
You give us the gift of faith and the knowledge that you are always there for us. We seek to renew our prayer life and our spirits. We know that you are always there for us and for this, we are always grateful. 
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, our teacher and friend. 
Amen. 

Scripture:

A reading from the Book of Zephaniah.

The Lord your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love, he will exult over you with loud singing. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Reflection:

How can we be renewed by God’s love? Prayer will open doors. Renewing our prayer leads to our renewal in God’s love. Pope Francis tells us that we cannot pray without the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He says that prayer transforms us because it opens doors to the Holy Spirit. It’s not easy to be mindful of our need for prayer. But, in our quest for renewal, we can commit to increasing the time we devote to prayer. See what happens. 

Closing Prayer:

Loving God, 
Thank you for the gift that we have in prayer. Help us to strengthen our faith and commitment to prayer so that we may be renewed. 
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Call to Action:

Take some time today to pray for your school community, that they are renewed in their commitment to growing in faith.  Also spend some time renewing your own journey towards truth and reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.  Finally, embrace the call to renew your own prayer life and feel the goodness that the Holy Spirit brings to your life.




Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée:


La vie peut avancer avec un rythme monotone, surtout lorsque nous avons des blocages et des interruptions dans notre réalité quotidienne. Dieu nous donne la force et la capacité de renouveler nos esprits. Notre vie de prière peut être renouvelée par notre esprit. Prions pour un renouvellement d'esprit alors que nous sortons de ces moments difficiles.
Comme l'écrivaine anglaise Elizabeth Goudge a déclaré::

« Quelle est l'odeur de l'eau ? Renouvellement. La bonté de Dieu descend comme la rosée.»

La prière de la journée: 

Dieu d'amour,
Tu nous donnes le don de la foi et la connaissance que tu es toujours là pour nous. Nous cherchons à renouveler notre vie de prière et nos esprits. Nous savons que tu seras toujours là pour nous et pour cela, nous serons toujours reconnaissants.
Nous faisons cette prière au nom de Jésus, notre maître et ami.
Amen.

