Catholic Education Week 2022: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together
Tuesday, May 24, 2002
Rebuild / Rebâtir
Adapted from: https://www.ocsta.on.ca/project/rebuild-restore-renew-together-rebatir-retablir-renouveller-ensemble/ 

Introduction to the Week:

Each year, Catholic Schools in Saskatchewan participate in a week-long celebration to remember, promote and share the gift of Catholic Education.  This year we will be taking time each day, with students and staff all across our province, to pray together as disciples who Rebuild, Restore, and Renew Together.

God of grace, help us to discover how to be side by side in rebuilding our communities of faith and learning.  Help us restore harmony and balance in our relationships and renew our desire to approach challenges confidently and with peaceful hearts.  May we always rejoice in recognizing the blessings our lives hold.  Amen.

Call to prayer / Daily Theme: 

This year’s theme, Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together, reflects the recognition that after two years of the COVID-19 pandemic, we know for certain that there is much to rebuild, restore and renew together in 2022 and beyond.  Today’s sub-theme is rebuild.  Jesus continually referred to building the Kingdom of God throughout his ministry and today we are reminded that we are called to be a part of this building and re-building. 

Let us begin, acknowledging God’s presence among us… In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Opening Prayer: 

Jesus, brother and friend,
Be with us as we rebuild our Catholic learning community together.  In the last couple of years, we have been connected and disconnected and reconnected.  May we make time to rebuild friendships and make new ones.  May we form a close bond with our teachers and classmates.  May we learn, grow, and have fun together as we participate in rebuilding the ‘new normal’ of post-COVID school life.  May we all play our part.
Amen.

Scripture: 

A reading from the Book of Ezra (1:1-5)
…to fulfill the Lord’s word spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Persia’s King Cyrus. The king issued a proclamation throughout his kingdom that stated:
Persia’s King Cyrus says: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth. He has commanded me to build him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. If there are any of you who are from his people, may their God be with them! They may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. And as for all those who remain in the various places where they are living, let the people of those places supply them with silver and gold, and with goods and livestock, together with spontaneous gifts for God’s house in Jerusalem.
Then the heads of the families of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites—everyone whose spirit God had stirred up—got ready to go up and build God’s house in Jerusalem.
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Reflection:

For the Jews returning to Jerusalem, the task of rebuilding Jerusalem must have seemed overwhelming. King Cyrus understood this and asked that family, friends, and neighbors help, by giving whatever they could.
Getting back to ‘normal’ following the pandemic may also seem overwhelming to many of us.  However, if we support those around us who need assistance and are generous in our response when challenges, disasters, or tragedies happen, we can move forward together.  

Closing Prayer:
 
Heavenly Father,
how proud you must be of your Son, Jesus.  Please help all believers to continue his way of living.  Help us grow in love for you and for one another.  Open our eyes to see that we are all your followers.  Unite us so that together we can rebuild our Catholic learning community and build your kingdom on earth.  Help us to remember that building and rebuilding is always easier when we work together.
Amen. 

Call to Action:

Take some time today, this week, and beyond to think of ways that you can be generous in helping someone who is struggling.  Perhaps you can donate to a charity that is collecting money and goods for refugees.  Perhaps you can help a classmate who is having a hard time catching on to some new learning.  And most certainly we can all take some extra time to pray for those who are in need in any way.  Give whatever you are able - your time, talent, or treasure - to someone in need and in so doing, know that you are helping to build the kingdom of God. 




Appel à la prière / Thème pour la journée: 

Chaque année, les écoles catholiques de la Saskatchewan participent à une célébration d'une semaine pour se souvenir, promouvoir et partager le don de l'éducation catholique. Cette année, nous prendrons du temps chaque jour, avec les étudiants et le personnel de toute la province, pour prier ensemble en tant que disciples qui rebâtissent, rétablissent et renouvellent ensemble.

Dieu de grâce,
aide-nous à redécouvrir comment vivre les uns avec les autres,
afin de rebâtir nos communautés de foi et d’apprentissage.
Aide-nous à rétablir l’équilibre et l’harmonie dans nos relations
et viens renouveler notre volonté d’aborder les défis avec confiance et un cœur paisible.
Puissions-nous toujours nous réjouir en reconnaissant ta bonté dans notre vie.
Amen. +


Le thème de cette année, Rebâtir, rétablir, renouveler ensemble, reflète la reconnaissance qu'après deux ans de pandémie de COVID-19, nous savons avec certitude qu'il y a beaucoup à rebâtir, rétablir, renouveler ensemble en 2022 et au-delà. Le sous-thème d'aujourd'hui est de rebâtir. Jésus a continuellement fait référence à la construction du Royaume de Dieu tout au long de son ministère et aujourd'hui, on nous rappelle que nous sommes appelés à faire partie de cette construction et de cette reconstruction.

La prière de la journée: 

Jésus, frère et ami,
Soyez avec nous alors que nous reconstruisons ensemble notre communauté d'apprentissage 
catholique. Au cours des deux dernières années, nous avons été connectés, déconnectés et reconnectés. Aide-nous à prendre le temps de reconstruire nos amitiés et à tendre la main aux autres. Guide-nous à entrer en relation avec nos professeurs et nos camarades de classe. Aide-nous à apprendre, à grandir et à nous amuser ensemble en participant à la reconstruction de la « nouvelle normalité » de la vie scolaire post-COVID. Aide-nous tous à jouer notre rôle.
Amen.
