Children of the Light Lent Week 2 Liturgy, 2017

Welcome & Introduction

Leader:	God said, “let there be light”, and so there was.

Just as God created our world in the beginning, today we celebrate another beginning – the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. In today’s Gospel, Jesus is thrust into the beginning of his ministry, after God speaks to him and his disciples on the mountain outside Jerusalem. Jesus shines like the sun in a stunning display which hints towards the Easter story which Lent leads to.  However, today also reminds us that we cannot have the resurrection without going through the forty days of Lent first.  

As we begin our liturgy this morning, let us sing our opening song that proclaims that we are followers of Jesus.

Opening Song 
Children of the Light-video

Penitential Rite

Leader:	Let us begin our time of prayer in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Though we try to follow God, we do not always live as he wants us to.  So now we pause to pray for God’s forgiveness. 
	
	For the times that we have been selfish, not thinking of others.  Lord, have mercy.

All:	Lord, have mercy.

Leader:	For the times that we have not answered Jesus call to love our neighbour as ourself.  Christ, have mercy.

All:	 Christ, have mercy.

Leader:	For the times that we have not acted as children of the light.  Lord, have mercy.

All:	Lord, have mercy.

Opening Prayer

Leader:	God of light,
You call each of us to follow you and to be children of the light.  As we journey with Jesus this Lent toward the cross, may your presence helps us to draw closer to you so that our light would draw others to follow you. We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord.

All:	Amen.







Scripture Readings

Introduction to the First Reading

Our first reading is about Abraham and Sarah.  Just as God calls us to follow him and be children of the light, he also calls other people to follow him-and some of these people are much older than us.  God called Abraham and Sarah to follow him when they were quite old and they trusted God’s promise and did. Since they obeyed God, God blessed them.  We too are blessed when we obey God.  During this season of Lent, let us think of how we can become more obedient to God.

Option 1-Show video God’s Story: Abraham

Option 2-Scripture reading 

A reading from the book of Genesis

This is what God said to Abraham,
“Leave your country and your relatives, and go to the place that I will show you.  You and your family are to become a great nation because I will bless you.  Everyone will honour your name and you will be a blessing to them.  And the families of the earth will be blessed because of you.”

So Abraham went, just as God told him.  Abraham was 75 years old when he left Haran.  He took his wife Sarah, his nephew Lot, all his servants and everything he owned and left for the land of Canaan.

The word of the Lord.

All:	Thanks be to God.  

Gospel-show video Transfiguration of Jesus from Matthew

Reflection
The video we just watched is called the Transfiguration of Jesus.  Transfiguration is a big word that means a complete change of appearance into a more beautiful or religious state.  In the video, Jesus appearance became so dazzling that the disciples had to look away from him.  Then we heard God say about Jesus “this is my dearly loved son who bring me great joy.” After the transfiguration Jesus begins his public ministry that would eventually lead to the cross.  During these forty days of Lent, we are invited to also be transfigured so that our appearance changes into something more beautiful and spiritual.  Basically, Lent gives us to shine even brighter as children of the light.  We do this through our Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.   

Perhaps this week we can shine a little brighter by spending more time in prayer.  Maybe we could spend a few minutes when we first get up in the morning and before we go to sleep at night talking to God.  Maybe we could also shine a little brighter by fasting.  If you already are fasting-giving up something such as candy or television or social media-good for you.  I you haven’t started fasting yet, then now is the time to begin.  Finally, maybe we could shine a little brighter by giving to our Lenten charity-the Holy Childhood Association. Not only will almsgiving help us to shine, it will also bring light to those children that the Holy Childhood Association supports.  

By focusing on these Lenten practices not only do we shine brighter but we become the people to whom God says, “you are my dearly loved child, who brings me great joy.”





[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer of the Faithful

Leader:	As we reflect upon our faith journey during this Lenten period, let us consider what we need, as we bring our petitions before God.

Reader:	For Pope Francis and Archbishop Don whom God has called to lead his church.  That God would continue to richly bless them.  We pray to the Lord.

All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	For faith in times of doubt. That through the story of Abraham and Sarah we would be reminded that God always keeps his promises. We pray to the Lord.

All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	For refugees like Abraham who leave their homes to seek safety or a better life. That, as they leave behind their families and their homes, countries will welcome them and demonstrate a willingness to assist them. We pray to the Lord. 
 
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	For us as we journey through these forty days of Easter. That through prayer, fasting and almsgiving we could be transfigured more and more into the children of the light that God calls us to be.  We pray to the Lord. 

All:	Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:	God of all ages, you are always faithful to your promises. Grant what we need, so that we may be able to tell of your goodness in all that we say and do. We make this, and all of these prayers through Christ, our light.

All:	Amen.


Final Prayer

Leader:	God of Light, 
As we continue to celebrate this season of Lent, help us to be aware of your glory which shines throughout all of creation. Bless us as we go forth from this service so that through our words and actions, others may know that we are children of the light.  We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord.

 All:	Amen.

Closing Song-Shine Jesus, Shine-video


