Prayer for Thursday, February 2nd, 2017
LEADER:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  Today when you arrived at school, you may have noticed that the flags are flying at half-mast.  Flying a flag like this is a sign of sadness and respect. Today and tomorrow all flags in Regina Catholic Schools will be flow this way.  This shows our sadness for the six people who were killed in Quebec City and our respect and love for our Muslim brothers and sisters. On Sunday, January 29th, a young man walked into a mosque and killed six people while they were praying simply because they were Muslims.  
LEADER:
This senseless act of violence has been condemned by the Bishops of Saskatchewan and by Pope Francis.  Such violence goes against God’s command that we do not kill and Jesus’ example of non-violence.  As Christians we should all be saddened by this tragedy and should do all that we can to show our Muslim brothers and sisters that we love them and that they don’t need to be afraid.  Now many of you may not know any Muslims personally so you may wonder what you can do to show your love and support for them.  The first things we can do is to show respect for them.  The Catholic Church teaches that “upon Muslims, the Church looks with esteem. They adore one God, living and enduring, merciful and all-powerful, Maker of heaven and earth and speaker to people” (Nostra Aetate #3).  The second thing we can do is realize the things that Christians and Muslims share in common.  Both Christians and Muslims “prize the moral life, and give worship to God especially through prayer, almsgiving and fasting” (Nostra Aetate #3). As well, both Christians and Muslims are dedicated to peace. In this past Sunday’s gospel reading, Jesus told us “blessed are the peacemakers.”  Muslims also believe in being peacemakers.  In fact the word “Islam”, which is the name of their Religion, comes from the Arabic word “salam” which means peace.  The third thing we can do is to pray for our Muslim brothers and sisters which we will do now. At the end of each intention, I would ask you to respond, Lord, hear our prayer. 
All:

Lord, hear our prayer.
LEADER:
For the families of those who were killed in the Quebec City shooting: may they be comforted by the prayers and kind words and actions of others.  We pray to the Lord.
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
LEADER:
For our Muslim brothers and sisters: that the sadness and fear that they are now experiencing may be cast out by the love and respect that we have for them.  We pray to the Lord.

All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
LEADER:
For all Christians, Muslims and people of goodwill: that we would continue to be peacemakers in our schools, our homes and in our country and thus overcome violence and fear.  We pray to the Lord.
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
God of Love, watch over our Muslim brothers and sisters as they deal with this terrible tragedy.  Through our thoughts, prayers and deeds may they know that we grieve with them and that we respect and love them. We make our prayer in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.  
