Advent 2011 Year B

 Week Four

Opening Song:
See suggestions in CBW III or Spirit and Song as well as Born of the Spirit program manuals
Leader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We light the fourth candle on the Advent wreath and know that the true Light, Jesus Christ, will be dawning in a few days on Christmas. 

(Have a student light all of the Advent candles)


Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, you are the Light of the world. Open our eyes and our hearts to see your face in the people around us, especially those who are dealing with poverty and homelessness. Give us the grace we need to be loving and generous at all times. We ask this your most holy name.


Amen.
Reader:
A reading from the second book of Samuel.

That night, the word of the Lord came to the prophet Nathan and said, “Go and tell my servant David. 

‘And I will appoint a place for my people Israel,


And plant them, 


So that they may live in their own place,


And be disturbed no more, as formerly, 


From the time I appointed judges over my people Israel; 

And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover, the Lord declares to you, David, 

That the Lord will make you a house.

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, 

I will raise up your offspring after you,

Who shall come forth from your body,

And I will establish his kingdom.

I will be a father to him, and he shall be son to me.

Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;

Your throne, David, shall be established forever.’”

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.
Psalm:

Psalm 89 (See CBW III #27)

Gospel Acclamation: Choose one that is familiar to your school community.

Leader: 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 

All:


Glory to you, Lord. 

Leader:
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
To a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  
To a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
Of the house of David. 
The virgin's name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 
But she was much perplexed by his words 
And pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, 
For you have found favor with God. 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
And you will name him Jesus.
 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
And of his kingdom there will be no end." 
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
And the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
Therefore the child to be born will be holy;
He will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
Has also conceived a son; 
And this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
For nothing will be impossible with God." 
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
Let it be with me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Reflection:
The liturgy leader or another person may now offer a few thoughts about the readings for students to reflect upon. Some points you may wish to include are:

· We all have a human need for a dwelling, a home where we feel secure and loved. Those who have no homes feel a deep pain. We heard how God promised King David an everlasting home for his people.  

· How amazing is it that God also seeks a home – first in the womb of Mary and then in the hearts of all people?
· God chooses not to dwell in the heavens far from us, but here on earth with us! Let us open our “heart homes” to receive Jesus and also to welcome all of our human brothers and sisters. 
Allow a few moments of silence for students to think or suggest that classroom teachers have a further discussion with students back in their classrooms. 
Prayers of the Faithful:
1. For the church throughout the world, that there may always be a welcoming sanctuary for all, we pray to the Lord….
2. For all those who are poor and homeless, that they may find shelter and freedom from all need, we pray to the Lord….
3. For all of the staff and students at __________________ School, may we joyfully welcome our Lord Jesus into our hearts at Christmas as we celebrate with our families and friends, and may we travel safely throughout the Christmas break, we pray to the Lord…
Leader:

Let us join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us.




Our Father….



Let us pray
Creator God, you sent your angel to Mary to announce the good news of the birth of a Saviour. Come without delay to hear our prayers and dwell among us. We ask this through Jesus, your Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
And may we all be blessed in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 




Amen.

Closing Song
