Advent 2011 Year B

 Week Three

Opening Song:
See suggestions in CBW III or Spirit and Song as well as Born of the Spirit program manuals
Leader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We light the third candle on the Advent wreath and watch the light increase little by little. 

(Have a student light 1st and 2nd purple candles and the pink one)


Let us pray.


Lord, as we get closer to the joyous celebration of the birth of your son, help us reach out to those around us who are lonely or hurting with generous and loving hearts. We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son.


Amen.
Reader:
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.


The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me;
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners;
 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
 to spring up before all the nations.

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.
Psalm:

Luke 1 (See CBW III #24)

Gospel Acclamation: Choose one that is familiar to your school community.

Leader: 

A reading from the Gospel according to John. 

All:


Glory to you, Lord. 

Leader:
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 
He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, "Who are you?" 
He confessed and did not deny it,
 but confessed, "I am not the Messiah."
And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" 
He said, "I am not." 
"Are you the prophet?" 
He answered, "No." 
Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"
He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, "Make straight the way of the Lord,' " as the prophet Isaiah said. 
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" 
John answered them, "I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, 
the one who is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal."
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Reflection:
The liturgy leader or another person may now offer a few thoughts about the readings for students to reflect upon. Some points you may wish to include are:

· The third Sunday of Advent used to be known as “Gaudete” Sunday – it means “Rejoice”. The pink candle reminds us that this week is a bit different than the others. We are to continue our preparations for the coming of the Lord with joy!
· In the first reading, we hear about how the prophet Isaiah felt moved by the Spirit and anointed by God to be the proclaimer of Good News to the world. How do we proclaim that Good News in our day?
· We can be like John the Baptist by telling others about Jesus and how his love for us makes us want to live differently and be more like him.

Allow a few moments of silence for students to think or suggest that classroom teachers have a further discussion with students back in their classrooms. 
Prayers of the Faithful:
1. For the church throughout the world, that we work to prepare the way of the Lord in our day to day lives, we pray to the Lord….
2. For all those who announce the Good News of Christ’s coming, we pray to the Lord….
3. For all of the staff and students at __________________ School, may we feel the Spirit of the Lord calling each of us to announce the Good News to those around us, we pray to the Lord…
Leader:

Let us join together in the prayer that Jesus taught us.




Our Father….
Creator God, you still send messengers to announce the Good News of God’s Kingdom. Help us to listen for those messages and to share the Good News with those around us by our actions and our words. We ask this in your most holy name. 
Amen.
And may we all be blessed in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 




Amen.

Closing Song
