Prayer Celebration
Monday of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Music playing as students enter gymnasium for Monday morning Common Prayer:

O Siem by Susan Aglukark   accessible at this link http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZnF7L0Y6Fs   
Gather/Call

Introduction

This week we celebrate Christian unity.  As Christians we appreciate people as they are.  Let us begin our prayer with the sign of our faith.   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Listen/Word

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians

The body of Christ has many different parts, just as any other body does.  Some of us are Jews, and others are Gentiles.  Some of us are slaves, and others are free.  But God’s Spirit baptized each of us and made us part of the body of Christ.

Our bodies don’t have just one part.  They have many parts.  Suppose a foot says, “I’m not a hand, and so am not part of the body.”  Wouldn’t the foot still belong to the body?  Or suppose an ear says, “I’m not an eye, and so am not part of the body.”  If our bodies were only an eye, we couldn’t hear anything.  And if they were only an ear, we couldn’t smell a thing.  But God has put all parts of our body together in the way that He decided best.

A body really isn’t a body, unless there is more than one part.  It takes many parts to make a single body.  That’s why the eyes cannot say they don’t need the hands.  That’s also why the head cannot say it doesn’t need the feet.

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.
 Story Rainbow People
In the beginning, the world was very still and quiet.  The ground seemed to be covered with dull colored rocks and stones.  But if you took a closer look you could see that they were not stones, but were tiny people who were not moving at all.

One day a wind blew across the land.  It warmed the people and filled them with life and love.  They began to move… to look at each other … to touch each other… to speak to each other … to care about each other.
As they explored their world, they found colored ribbons lying on the ground.  They were excited and ran about collecting them up.  Some chose blue, some red, some green, and some yellow.  They enjoyed trying on the ribbons round each other and laughing at the bright colors.

Suddenly another wind blew.  This time it made them shiver with cold.  They looked at each other, realized they looked different … and stopped trusting each other.

The reds gathered together and ran into a corner.  The blues gathered together and ran into a corner.  The greens gathered together and ran into a corner.  The yellows gathered together and ran into a corner.

They forgot they had been friends and had cared for each other.  The other colors just seemed different and strange.  They built walls to separate themselves and keep the others out.  But they found that the reds had water but no food.  The blues had food but no water.  The greens had twigs to make fire but no shelter.  The yellows had shelter but nothing to keep warm.

Suddenly a stranger appeared and stood in the center of the land.  He looked at the people and the walls separating them in amazement, and said loudly, “Come on out everybody.  What are you afraid of?  Let’s talk to each other!”

The people peeped out at him and slowly some came out of their corners to the center.  The stranger said, “Now just tell one another what you have to give and what you need to be given.”  The blues said, “We have plenty of food to give, but we need water.”  The reds said, “We have plenty of water to give, but we need food.”  The greens said, “We have plenty of wood for fire, but we need shelter.”  The yellows said, “We have plenty of shelter, but we need warmth.”  The stranger said, “Why don’t you put together what you have and share it?  Then you can all have enough to eat and drink, keep warm and have shelter.”
They talked and the feeling of love returned.  They remembered they had been friends.  They knocked down the walls and welcomed each other as old friends.  When they realized that the colors had divided them, they wanted to throw them away.  But they knew that they would miss the richness of the bright colors.  So instead they mixed the colors to make a beautiful rainbow ribbon.  They called themselves the rainbow people.  The rainbow ribbon became their symbol of peace.

Response/Ritual
As we enter this week of prayer for Christian unity, we look at how we can make and keep peace in our lives.  Close your eyes for a moment and think … Is there someone in your family or class with whom you are not at peace?  (Pause for 5-7 seconds)  Sometime during this week, try to find a way to make peace with whom you have had an argument or with whom you are not getting along.  We ask the Holy Spirit for guidance as we say the prayer that Jesus taught his apostles.  All pray the “Our Father”.

Send Forth

Eternal Lord,

We praise you for sending your son to be one of us and to save us.

Look upon your people with mercy, for we are divided in so many ways,

And give us the spirit of Jesus to make us one in love.

We ask this gift, loving God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Music playing as students exit the gymnasium

Rainbow Children  (from SING A SONG OF JOY by Jack Miffleton (Prof 264.2 Mif) page 42 Disc 2 Song #4)

Rainbow Children

God shines through rainbow children, 

Making this world bright.

God shines through rainbow children, 

Yellow, red, black and white.

Refrain

More than this:

We are kissed,

With rainbow gifts inside

And talents we can’t hide.

God shines through rainbow children,

Making each a star.

God shines through rainbow children,

Loving us as we are.

Refrain

God shines through rainbow children;

We belong to him.

God shines through rainbow children,

Short, tall, thick and thin.

Refrain

