Lenten Cross of Candles
This activity echoes the Advent wreath, and offers a simple way to mark Sundays of Lent.  Make your cross by cutting a one-foot log, roughly 5 inches in diameter, in half lengthwise so that it will lie flat on the table.  (Friends of ours save a small portion of the trunk from their Christmas tree and make a Lenten table cross out of it.)  You can also use two pieces of wood from the lumberyard if a log is not available.

Cut four inches off one of the two pieces.  This will be the horizontal cross-piece.  Notch both pieces so that one can lie flat on top of the other.  Drill six holes in the cross for candles and place five purple candles and one pink candle in them (the pink candle will be lit on the fourth Sunday of Lent).

The following prayers can be used for lighting the candles or as part of Lenten grace.  The first five prayers are based on the gospel readings from Cycle A; these references are given if you want to read the passages from your bible before lighting the candles.  The sixth week’s prayer is based on the passage about Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

Alternate the lighting of the candles and the reading of the prayers between parents and children from week to week, to give each family member a chance to participate.

First Sunday of Lent (Matthew 4:1-11)

Leader:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

All:
You are the saviour of the world.

Light one purple candle.

Leader:
Just as Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit, help us to listen to the same Holy Spirit and to be faithful to our Lenten prayer and sacrifice.

All:
Amen.

Second Sunday of Lent (Matthew 17:1-9)

Leader:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

All:
You are the saviour of the world.

Light two purple candles.

Leader:
Just as Jesus was transfigured before his disciples, help us to be transformed by our Lenten prayer and sacrifice.

All:
Amen.

Third Sunday of Lent (John 4:5-42)

Leader:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

All:
You are the saviour of the world.

Light three purple candles.

Leader:
Let our Lenten prayer and sacrifice become streams of living water that well up inside of us, refreshing us.

All:
Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Lent (John 9:1-41)

Leader:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

All:
You are the saviour of the world.

Light four purple candles.

Leader:
Just as Jesus cured the blind man, may our Lenten prayer and sacrifice give us new vision.

All:
Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Lent (John 11:1-45)

Leader:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

All:
You are the saviour of the world.

Light four purple candles and one pink candle.

Leader:
Just as Jesus called Lazarus from the dead, may our Lenten prayer and sacrifice lead us to new life.

All:
Amen.

Passion (Palm) Sunday  (Matthew 21:1-11)

Leader:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

All:
You are the saviour of the world.

Light all the candles.

Leader:
Hosanna to the son of David.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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