Celebrating the Good News – handing on the Gospel

Please invite your parish priest and parish team this celebration. Encourage your pastor to lead the students in this celebration. If he cannot make it please invite someone from the parish team to be the leader as we seek ways to strengthen our relationships with our parish families and parishes.
Gathering

As you gather, sing "The Church Is Wherever God's People Are Praising" (No.3) or a song of your choice. (Process in with candle, treasure chest of bibles and class Bible. Name tags for the children are helpful to call each by name)
Greeting
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

All

And with your spirit.

Leader

For hundreds of years, our Church has carefully preserved and treasured the Book of

God's Word - the Bible. It is the story of God’s love for us.  We have gathered today to remember, celebrate and hand on to you (the Grade 4 students) this book of love which is so special to us.

Opening prayer
Let us pray together in thanks for this free gift of God’s word…

We praise you, loving God,

for your Son Jesus Christ
whose life speaks of your love for us.
Give us your Holy Spirit

to listen to your Word with our ears,

to treasure it with our hearts

and to live it with our lives.

This we ask through Jesus Christ, your Word,
who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit

one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Word of God

We greet the word of God by singing (or saying) “Gospel Acclamation (Ordinary Time)" (No.4) from Year 3 or another acclamation/Alleluia that students know.

Proclaim Matthew 18.20:  

We read in Matthew’s gospel: 

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’

Repeat the acclamation after the proclamation of the word.

A brief silence …
Proclaim 1 John 1.1, 3-4, saying:

One day John wrote a letter to his friends.

This is what he said....

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our* joy may be complete.

(Students may sign the passage or illustrate with gestures as it is proclaimed.)

Pause in silence

Ritual action:
Handing on the Book of God's Word 

(This gesture might be prefaced by a word or two (your pastor or …) that reflects that the parish community hands on the Good News for the same reason as John, " ... to make our own joy complete.

John wants to share with us his joy in having seen and heard and touched Jesus, the Word of life. We want the students also to have this joy of meeting the Lord Jesus.) 

Handing on the Bible
The teacher invites the students to come forward.

Your pastor or parish team member and you present the Bible to each student and touch him or her with the Book of God's Word on the forehead, lips and breast while saying:

N., receive from the Church the Good News of Jesus Christ. May it touch your mind, your lips,

and your heart.

Or 
N., receive from the Church the Good News of Jesus Christ. May it always be in on your  mind,  your lips, and in your heart.

Litany of thanks response: We thank you, God or "Litany Response" (No. 11) from Year 2, We

Belong to the Lord Jesus.
For the gospel, which tells us how Jesus speaks to us, calls us, and gives us his life. R.

For the Church, who treasures and hands on to us the good news of Jesus. R.

For our families, who pass on to us our faith. R.

Add intentions from the class.

Conclude Intercessory Prayer with the Our Father.

Leader
Through the gift of your Spirit, loving God, 
the early followers of Jesus

proclaimed the joy of the good news

to people everywhere.

Give us that same joy

and help us to share it with all people.

We ask this through Jesus Christ

who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit

one God for ever and ever.
 All:  Amen.

Sing "Spirit Friend" (No.2) as you go forth.

Enjoy refreshments and an opportunity to mingle

with members of the parish community.

