Prayer for PentecostIMPLE PRAYER
LEADER:
How many of you like to sing Happy Birthday? (pause for hands).  Good because today we are going to sing happy birthday to the Church. Actually, I’m  kidding but it would be appropriate to sing happy birthday for the Church as Sunday is the Church’s birthday.  Some churches will even serve birthday cake this weekend to mark this special occasion. This Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost which concludes the Easter season and celebrates the sending forth of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles.  The sending forth of the Holy Spirit marks the beginning or birthday of the Church.

As soon as the apostles received the Holy Spirit, they began to proclaim God’s praises in languages that they didn’t even know.  This story from the book of Acts, is the exact opposite of a story from the book of Genesis. In that story people decided to build a tower that would reach up to God so that they could become like God.  But God stepped in and the people building the tower all begin to speak different languages.  As a result, they couldn’t finish the tower. This story is often used to explain the origins of the different languages throughout the earth.  There is an important difference between these two stories. In the tower of Babel story, people speak different languages and no one understands each other.  In the Pentecost story, people speak different languages but everyone understands each other. So what makes the difference?  It is the presence of the Holy Spirit.  God gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit to bring unity among people despite our different languages and places of origin and to help us proclaim God’s praises. So let’s take time today to thank God for the gift of the Holy Spirit and for the gift of languages. Let us pray. 
LEADER:
The response to the prayers is Lord, hear our prayer.
ALL:
Lord, hear our prayer.

LEADER:
That we would grow in our love and appreciation for the Holy Spirit.  We pray to the Lord.

ALL:
Lord, hear our prayer.

LEADER:
That we would value the uniqueness of people and languages within our school and together sing God’s praises. We pray to the Lord.
ALL:
Lord, hear our prayer.

LEADER:
Thank you God for the uniqueness of everyone in our school and for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  May the Holy Spirit draws us closer to you and to one another. We make our prayer in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:
Amen.

