Ash Wednesday Service Without a Priest Present
After consulting with the Archdiocese of Regina, I was advised of the following:

1) If your Ash Wednesday service is lead by a priest or deacon (whether at the parish or the church), he will know the proper protocol for the service.  
2) If you are having an Ash Wednesday Service at the school without a priest or deacon, the following protocol must be followed:

a) If you have not already done so, contact your pastor for permission to have the service and to get a supply of ashes.  
b) Follow the approved ritual for an Ash Wednesday Service when a priest or deacon is not present.  The ritual is in the book Sunday Celebrations of the Word and Hours which is published by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. For ease of use, I have reproduced the approved ritual below and have added an opening and closing song and a closing prayer (which is permissible)

c)  Ensure that anyone distributing ashes has been confirmed and is a practicing Catholic.
3)  Who may receive ashes on Ash Wednesday?
May non-Catholics receive ashes, or is such only for Catholics?

The Code of Canon Law, canon 1170 prescribes:

Can. 1170 Blessings which are to be imparted first of all to Catholics, can also be given to catechumens and even to non-Catholics unless there is a prohibition of the Church to the contrary.

This canon is under the section on sacramentals. While we know that non-Catholics cannot have access to Catholic sacraments, except for a just cause under various circumstances, sacramentals may be more widely participated in by others. Ashes are considered by the Church a sacramental. Therefore, the imposition of ashes upon non-Catholics falls under canon 1170.

According to this canon, such blessings may be given to non-Catholics unless prohibited elsewhere by law. There is no such prohibition in liturgical law. 

 
Ritual for Ash Wednesday

I. Opening Song (the following songs from Glory and Praise would be appropriate as either an opening or closing song: Ashes #340, Change Our Hearts #349, Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days #348.)
II. Sign of the Cross
Leader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All:
Amen.
III. Greeting
Leader:
Blessed be Jesus Christ, who has shown the greatness of his love, by dying for us while we were still sinners.  Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

All:
Blessed be God for ever.

IV
Opening Prayer


Leader:
Let us pray, (pause)




Gracious and merciful God,

You look with love upon sinners and desire only that they return to you.  We ask of you the grace to live this holy season of Lent, to persevere in prayer, fasting and giving to the poor.  By the discipline of Lent, purify our hearts, bring us back to you, and make the whole Church ready to celebrate the joyful mysteries of Easter.  Grant this through Christ, who frees us from sin, and who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

All:


Amen.

V. 
 Scripture Readings (the first reading, psalm and Gospel can be found on page 38 of The Book of Weekday Readings Adapted for Children which can be found in your school library-call #264.34 BOO)

 
VI.
Prayer Over the Ashes

Leader:
Dear friends,

Let us ask God our Father to renew us in spirit as these ashes are placed on our heads as a sign of repentance.

Lord,

You do not wish sinners to die but to turn to you and live.  In your goodness hear our prayer; pour out your blessing on these ashes which we place on our heads to remind us that we are dust and unto dust we shall return.

Grant that by our faithful observance of Lent we may gain pardon for our sins and newness of life in the image of your risen Son.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All:

Amen.

VII.
Distribution of Ashes
Those distributing ashes say the following-turn away from sin and be faithful to the gospel.
The use of a meditative song or PowerPoint would be most suitable at this point.  Check Catholic Education Services Moodle website to download PowerPoints of the songs Out of Ashes by Michael Mangan or These Ashes by John Burland.
VIII.
Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:
Let us now offer our prayers to the Lord.  The response is Lord, hear our prayer.

All:

Lord, hear our prayer

Leader:
That during Lent we may try to be more helpful at home and in school.  We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
That during Lent we may be willing to give of ourselves to others.  We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
That during Lent we may draw closer to Jesus by spending more time in prayer.  We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader:
That during Lent our fasting may help us grow in compassion for those who face hunger everyday.  We pray to the Lord.

All:

Lord, hear our prayer.

IX. 
Closing Prayer

Leader:
Let us join together in prayer.

All:
Loving God, as we begin our Lenten journey, help us to follow the example of your Son Jesus who spent his 40 days in fasting and prayer.  May our Lent be a time of doing good works and avoiding what is wrong.  Amen.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
X. 
 Closing Song (see list of songs suggested for opening song)
 

 

