Turning Our Hearts to God
Ash Wednesday Liturgy For Elementary grades
Materials needed: 

Ashes (large visible container + smaller containers or bowls to distribute ashes), 

Scripts, 

Cross

Altar candle

Purple altar cloth
Readings/lectionary (green Sunday book of Readings)

Readers/leaders of prayer

People to distribute the ashes

Perhaps some of the older students to function as ushers. 
(adapt as needed if you have a priest or deacon present)

Hymn Suggestions:

Turn to Me #342 Glory and Praise
Seek the Lord # 351 G&P

Ashes #340 G&P
Come Back to Me #471 G&P
Change Our Hearts #349 G&P

Introduction

Leader:
Today we begin the Season of Lent. Lent is a time for renewing our 


lives as Christians – as followers of Jesus. 

We take time to stop, listen and reflect on who we are and who God calls us to be.

Let us join together and sing:
Processional Song: (see above or …)
Enthronement of Symbols: Crucifix, container of ashes, purple cloth for the altar – carry all symbols to the bare altar and when song is finished place purple altar cloth over the altar and place cross and ashes on the altar.

Welcome: (Welcome everyone to this celebration.)
Opening Prayer
Leader: Let us pray together,
God who is good and loving, as we gather to celebrate this Ash Wednesday, we pray that in this time of Lent we will turn our hearts in love and kindness to you by doing good to those around us, so that we may become more like Jesus, your Son.     
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus.


All:
Amen.

Reading:
FIRST READING: A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians. (2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2)

We have been sent to speak for Christ. It is as if God were reaching out through us. We are speaking for Christ when we beg you to make peace with God. Christ had no sin. But for our sake, God made him to suffer the results of sin. Then Christ could make things right with God and share with us God's own holy life. Let us work together for God. Don't waste the grace God has given us. For God says: "I heard your prayers at the right time.

I helped you on the day of salvation.'' I am telling you, the right time is now; the day of salvation is now.

The Word of the Lord.



All: Thanks be to God.

Song/Psalm:
PSALM Response Psalm 51:3-6, 12-14, 1 7 

Refrain:  Forgive us O Lord for we have turned from you.

I know what I have done wrong. 

You know it, too.

Create a clean heart in me, O Lord. 

Wipe out what I have done wrong. 


Forgive us O Lord for we have turned from you. 

Do not turn away from me. 

Give me back the joy of your forgiveness.

I will tell others about your mercy; 

then they will return to you. 


Forgive us O Lord for we have turned from you.

Save me, O Lord so that 

I can sing your praise.

I have nothing to over you, 

O Lord, accept a broken, humbled heart. 


Forgive us O Lord for we have turned from you.

Gospel: 


GOSPEL acclamation: (no “Alleluia”)
Create in me to clean heart, O God. Give me the joy of your mercy.

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew. (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 )

Jesus said to them: "Don't do good works so that people can see you. Otherwise, you will receive no reward from your heavenly Father. When you give alms do not blow a trumpet before you in the synagogues and streets like phonies looking for praise. I I tell you the truth; they have received their reward. But when you give alms do not let your left hand know what your right is doing. Then what you give will be a secret, and your Father who knows all secrets will repay you.

"When you pray, do not behave like phonies who love to stand and pray wherever others may see them. I tell you the truth: they have received their reward. But when you pray, go to your room, close the door and pray to your Father in secret. Then your Father who sees what no One else sees will repay you.

"When you fast, do not put on a sad face as phonies do. They change the way they look so that everyone can see they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward. But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face, so that you do not look like you are fasting, except to your Father who is hidden. Then your Father who sees all that is hidden will repay you."

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Distribution of Ashes
These ashes have been already blessed by our clergy and so we pray:
(Prayer over the Ashes)
Blessed are you Lord our God

Creator of the Universe 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:

Let these ashes be a sign

That we are turning away from sin

And that we are ready to live

A new life with Jesus for You.

Destroy the power of sin in our lives

And bring us ever closer to you.

 Blessed and praised be You, God our Father,

Through Jesus Christ your Son

In the love of the Holy Spirit

One God for ever and ever.

All: Amen
Ministers sign one another with ashes and then to their stations to distribute to the rest of the assembly.  As they sign those present they say:
Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.
All come forward to receive ashes from ministers. 

Hymns during Distribution of Ashes: or instrumental with peaceful power point images in the background.



Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: With trust in our hearts we turn to you God of love. 
______     
You want us to be close to you, God. May we find quiet time to 




pray to you and listen to you in our hearts during this special time of Lent. 


Hear our prayer O God.
All: 

God of love, turn our hearts to you.
______    
You want us to care for the poor. Help us God to be kind to those who have less 

than us - the hungry, the lonely, and the sad. 





Hear our prayer O God.
All: 

God of love, turn our hearts to you.
  ______  
You want us to live in peace. We pray for our troubled world that 




all people will be: able to live without fear, hatred and war. 





Hear our prayer O God.
All: 

God of love, turn our hearts to you.
Leader: 
Loving God, we know you hear us and care for us. Fill our hearts with your 

love.
We pray this in the name of Jesus who calls us back to you.
Closing Prayer 

God of all goodness, you feed us through the good we show to one 
another.  When we fail to take care of our brothers and sisters we are 
starved for love and become lonely shadow people. Renew our hope in 
your love.

May this time of Lent help us to grow



              
closer to you, one another and ourselves 


This we pray in Jesus' name.

All: Amen. 
Leader: 
We bow our heads and pray for God's blessing.(pause)
May our loving, merciful God bless and keep us.
All: 

Amen.
Leader:
 May our God who is tender of heart be always near to us.
All: 

Amen.
Leader:
And may we experience the love of God deep in our 




hearts all the days of our lives.
All: 

Amen. 
Final Hymn: (see above options)
