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“Go Make a Difference - Love Your Neighbour as Yourself”

A Message from Domenic Scuglia, Director of Education

% lwant to begin by again expressing my gratitude toward all employees of the

Regina Catholic School Division. This is truly a wonderful group of individuals

who together create an effective and innovative culture. Each of you
contributes in a different, but special way. Regardless of your responsibility;
classroom teacher, administrator, custodian, teacher librarian, office
manager, technical analyst, coordinator, lunchroom supervisor or other
support, your work is distinct and helps make a difference in the life of a
child. I pray that each of you realizes your worth, and feels appreciated.

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labour: If
either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up.
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Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

We anxiously await notice for the government to define “transformational
change”for all schools in our province. My commitment, and that of the Board
and Senior Administration, is to minimize the impact of any reduction on the
work in the classroom. We pray that, whatever comes along next, we are given
the resources to continue to provide the same quality Catholic education we are
known for.

Some of the highlights of the past month include:

Planning Official Blessings. Senior Administration and the Principals of Sacred
Heart Community School, St. Kateri Tekakwitha School, St. Nicholas School and
Ecole St. Elizabeth are working together to ensure the blessings by Archbishop Don

— Bolen are the special moments they are meant to be.
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The blessing dates are:

o Sacred Heart Community School — June 23rd @ 9:45 am
o St. Kateri Tekakwitha School - September 19th @ 9:30 am
o Ecole St. Elizabeth - September 20th @ 9:30 am

o St. Nicholas School — September 22nd @ 9:30 am

Scholantis Update. Content migration is underway as we prepare to transition to the new website. While the
“go live” date is still uncertain, the project is moving along, and excitement about the capabilities is mounting.

Provincial French Second Language Education Week (February 6-10, 2017). Our French Immersion schools
all celebrated in different ways, including guest readers, a French Improv tournament for elementary schools
held at Dr. Martin LeBoldus Catholic High School, and traditional French games.

Staff/Teacher Appreciation Week (February 12-18, 2017). Shows of gratitude from many CSCCs were shared
at the school level, which is a good sign that parents appreciate very much the gift of Catholic Education. The
Board and Senior Administration hope you all enjoyed the small treat we shared, and see that we truly feel
‘fortunate’to have such a dedicated staff.

Aboriginal Story Tellers’ Week (February 13-17, 2017). Our First Nations, Métis and Inuit Coordinator Joanna
Landry worked with traditional storytellers to arrange for many classrooms to spend time hearing stories. This
is one more way we are working toward Truth and Reconciliation, and is always a treat for a class to learn in this
way.

Moving in Faith. Planning is well underway for the 8th annual event. Sunday, May 28 at noon we begin

our celebration of faith, family, and movement at the Canada Games Athletic Complex. This event is free for
participants thanks to the sponsorship collected, another sign of the appreciation our community has for the gift
of Catholic Education. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us.

Provincial Red Cross Pink Day. Though the official Pink Shirt Day was declared provincially for February 22, our
schools all marked the day in some way the week prior to the holiday break. Many schools received free t-shirts
thanks to generous sponsors who see the importance of supporting our efforts to foster Catholic discipleship
and prevent bullying. While the day itself was acknowledged, the work done to specifically mark this day is minor
when we look at the big picture of how our schools are helping to encourage kindness and acceptance. As we
nurture Catholic discipleship in our schools, we know our faith permeation is strong enough that these lessons
are taught every day of the school calendar.

March is now here, and we often think about Saint Patrick, shamrocks and lucky charms. Saint Patrick’s
explanation of the Holy Trinity by using a clover with three leaves is legendary. The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit are three, and also one supreme being. While commercialism makes March 17th a fun day of green, there
are deep lessons to learn.

Lent is a time for reconsidering our feelings, for letting our eyes be opened to injustice, to open our hearts to
those suffering. ~Pope Francis

With that, we step into Lent, a season of prayer, reflection, penance and fasting. It is the time we as Catholics take
to focus on the sacrifice our Lord Jesus Christ made to save us all. We began with Ash Wednesday

on March 1, 2017, and continue our Lenten journey into April. | pray

that as Catholic educators, you can express the great joy
that comes following 40 days of Lent. It is the joy
of everlasting life and our faith in Christ that
makes those 40 days so special.

God bless,
Dom
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Award of Excellence

The Canadian Forces Liason Council
presented to the Regina Catholic
School Division a provincial Award
of Excellence for efforts made to
support Canada’s Reserve Force.

It was presented at Government
House on Wednesday, Februrary 1,
2017.

Food Bank
by Deb Bresciani

Last week | had the opportunity
to attend the “Kitchen Party” that
the Regina Food Bank hosted

to introduce their greenhouse
project. It was amazing. In
addition to this project, a Food
Bank truck will be introduced this
month to deliver food to those
who cannot get to the Food Bank
and have a commercial kitchen
for preparing meals from food
that is donated. They are doing
amazing work! They thanked

our school division for all of the
support we have given over the
years. Laura reminded me that
they do give tours and have a
space in which meetings and
retreats could be held. | know that
Miller High School has used the
space for retreats. If you haven't
had a chance to see the Food
Bank, recently, | would highly
recommend that you call and
book a tour!
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Father Mau Visits

Father Mau Paul Nguyen visited
Mrs. Kowalski’s grade 2/3
classroom and Ms. Neal’s grade
4/5 classroom at Holy Rosary
Community School to answer any

questions the students had. The
best question Principal Markus
Rubrecht heard about was, “Do
clouds taste like cotton candy?”
Clearly this child wanted to
know more about the layout and
flavours in heaven.

High Stakes!

Aeliesha Brooks from the Canadian
Mental Health Association is f
pictured here in Deshaye Catholic’s
resource centre, addressing
outcomes in Math (probability)
and Health (gambling; addictions).
When chocolate was being bet

by a few lucky students, the

stakes were high as was student
engagement! We are in the
process of organizing more
presentations to Grade 7s and 8s,
as Aeliesha also discusses on-line
gaming, e.g. Clash of the Clans, of
which most of these students are
very aware.

Hawaiian Day.
St. Dominic School staff was happy to dress
up for a bit of a tropical feel this winter!
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Pie Throw

St. Francis Community School
students did a great job
fundraising.... and the staff did a
great job of being good sports.
Students entered raffles for a chance
to pie their favourite teachers. It was
loud, messy, delicious, and lots of

The End of the Journey!

The Service & Hospitality Safety
Association has presented to all our
Grade 6 students (and a few Grade
5s and 7s in split classes) which
means over 800 students! Danielle
Bachart, SHSA Youth Safety Advisor,
is shown presenting to St. Theresa
students of Marc Yakichuk (seated in
the background), Chelsea Chomos
and Melissa Stevens. The bottom
picture shows Danielle with the St.
Timothy students of teacher Daniel
Koskie (seated left). Our hope now
is that our students will be safer at
home, at school and at play, thanks
to these presentations!
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Prayer Jam

Thank you to all involved in
Prayer Jam on Wednesday,
March 8,2017. Held at Dr. Martin
LeBoldus Catholic High School,
this beautiful night showed off
both the talent and the strong
faith of our high school students,
and raised money for a great
cause, the High Schools for Hope
project.

Ash Wednesday

Lent began on Wednesday, March
1,2017. All staff and students had
a chance to receive ashes. This
outward symbol of our faith is an
important beginning of a time

for reflection, fasting, and alms-
giving. Each Lenten project within
our schools and churches is a true
reflection of what it means to be
Catholic. Thank you to all who
spent time planning and preparing
for this big day.

Don't you hate it when you arrive at work wearing the same
thing as your admin partner?

Happy French Immersion Week!

Principal Shawn Pearce and Vice Principal D'Arcy Brischuk of
Ecole St. Pius X
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Sacred Heart Farewell

On the evening of March 2, 2017,
current and former staff and
students gathered at Sacred Heart
Community School to bid farewell
to the school one last time. About
250 people took time to wander
the halls and classrooms, reliving
many memories of the past 89
years. The Sacred Heart Choir

sang and there was a tribute video
honoring the past. People took
time to visit with old friends and
colleagues and enjoy some cake
and cookies. The oldest gentleman
who attended was in grade 3 at the
school in 1944. He even brought
his class photo to share. His family
had homesteaded near Moose Jaw,
but the Dirty Thirties forced them
to move into the city. There were
lots of interesting stories from that
night. Thanks to all who attended.
Moving into the new Sacred Heart
Community School is scheduled for
April 24,2017.

March 2017 | 8



http://www.rcsd.ca

www.rcsd.ca

Consecrated Life

World Day for Consecrated Life
was February 2, 2017. The Regina
Catholic School Division marked
the day by invited many of our
consecrated partners to join us for
a luncheon and liturgical prayer
service. To all those who serve God
in this way, we thank you, and we
pray for you. We would not have
the same gift of Catholic Education
without you.

| Celebrating French

Our French Immersion schools

. all had a chance to celebrate

with French Flair during French
Second-Language Week, February
6-10, 2017. Each school held
different events to remind their
communities what makes learning
en frangais so special. Part of the
week at Ecole St. Mary involved a

" belated (to accomodate Mother

Nature) French winter carnival.
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Dear Principal of Sacred Heart School,

Each year the South Saskatchewan Reading Council accepts writing
submissions from Kindergarten to Grade 12 for consideration for publication
in Young Saskatchewan Writers. We had over 40 submissions from southern
Saskatchewan this year and we chose 14 for publication.

Tristain Cote-Sayer’s writing was selected and | would like to invite you to
celebrate with him at our Young Authors’Night. It will be held on Tuesday, June
6, 2017 at Winston Knoll Collegiate (5255 Rochdale Blvd.) in Regina at 7:00 p.m.
We hope to see you there.

Sincerely,

Lori Burton
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Red Cross Day of Pink
February 22, 2017

Thank you to those who made
donations to allow many of our
schools to celebrate Positive
Discipleship on Red Cross Day of
Pink.

At Ecole St. Andrew, former
Roughrider Luc Mullinder spoke
to Grades 3 to 6 about the
importance of friendship, positive
relationships and teamwork. Also
present were Leanne Tourney and
Shawna Bailey of Joyce Tourney
Remax who provided 180 t-shirts
to St. Andrew students.

Holy Rosary Community School
students were treated to t-shirts
by Degelman Industries.

St. Timothy students benefitted
from a donation made by Trent
Dickin from Carpet Superstore.
And the Hill Ave Business
Association sponsored the
purchase of 30 Red Cross pink day
shirts for Ecole St. Pius X.

“Let us never forget to pray for “Lent is a new beginning, a path .
each another. Prayer is our greatest  leading to the certain goal of / .
strength.” Easter, Christ’s victory over death.” i’
“Being a believer means learning “Fasting is not only about abstaining " '
how to see with eyes of faith.” from food. It also means sharing '

¥

food with those who are hungry.”
“How often in the Bible the Lord

asks us to welcome migrants and “Let us strive to fast during Lent
foreigners, reminding us that we with a smile, rather than a long \
too are foreigners!” face”

“Do not underestimate the value
of example, for it is more powerful
than a thousand words, a thousand
“likes”, retweets or YouTube

videos/”
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Dr. Seuss

A huge thank you to the United
Way, and the many volunteers
who participated in Dr. Seuss Day
at St. Michael Community School.
Nothing makes reading more
special for a child than an adult
taking the time to show they care,
and reading is important.

“The more that you read, the more
things you will know. The more that
you learn, the more places you'll go.”
Dr. Seuss

Winner, Winner,
Coffee Cup?

If you've made it this far,
congratulations! There’s a lot

going on in the Regina Catholic
School Division. So as a reward,
we're giving away a couple of
these sleek RCSD Mugs. Just send
an e-mail to events@rcsd.ca and
you're entered into a draw to win!
Good luck, and God Bless!
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Month at a Glance - March 2017

PCL/Staff Meeting and Teach Teachers’ Convention (No school for
Professional Day (No school for students) is March 17.
students) is March 16.
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